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Practitioner , Attainments, and Talent :
Legal Counsels of Qing Dynasty in the View of Occupation and Profession

HUO Cun-fu

(Law School , Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract : Most of the legal counsels (Songshi) in Qing Dynasty were Shengyuang (persons who
passed the imperial examination at the county level) not filled in office, the Shengyuang went to be legal
counsels when they could not pass higher lever examinations for many times and could not be officers.
Although national laws prohibited this but never got efect. The legal counsels knew very clear about
law and regulation, familiar with cases, had very high legal attainments. Because they have much
knowledge on classcs, they could easily use such knowledge in legal suits, s0 to fit the custom of deci-
ding cases with sense and reason, and get success by thisway. The legal counsel s were familiar with of-
ficia circles, social practices, and cases, 0 they could provide the clients good and effective advices.
They could also win the case making use of the mentality and working style. The occupation of legal
counsel existed to meet not only the need of professonal service, but also the need of bridging between
the knowledge system of offices and commoners.

Key words: legal counselsin Qing Dynasty ; professon; practitioner ; attainment ; talent



